CHULA VISTA COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE

MINUTES

Date:  November 10, 2009

Time: 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Turning the Hearts Center, 345 5th Ave., Chula Vista, CA  91910

1. Welcome and Introductions:  Margarita Holguin welcomed everyone.  Meeting participants made introductions
2. Announcements:  
· Annual Chula Vista Welfare Council Canned Food Drive volunteers are needed to help sort and pack boxes of food for needy families.  An estimated 300 boxes will be delivered by CVPD to needy families.  Food boxes will be delivered with toys at Christmas.  The remainder of the boxes will be used by the CVCC Family Resource Centers.  Volunteers are needed on Nov. 30, Dec. 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, & 10 from 6 – 8 p.m. at The City of Chula Vista Public Works Warehouse at 707 F Street, CV (corner of F St and Woodlawn – entrance on Woodlawn) .  It is requested that volunteers be high school age and older.  Anyone who has questions should call Susan Gardner (858) 342-2589.

· CVCC Refreshments for monthly meeting.  CVCC provides coffee at the monthly meetings.  Partners were asked to sign up to bring refreshments.

· Presenters for CVCC monthly meetings.  Margarita noted that there are openings for the January through June meetings for partners who want to make presentations.  

· Special event Dec. 3, 2:30 at Otay Elementary.  This physical wellness event will feature former Olympic soccer player Tab Ramos and a resource fair.  The event is open to the community.  Margarita will e-mail flyer.

· Day of the Child.  Planning for the 10th Annual Day of the Child event on April 24th has begun.  Anyone wishing to participate in the planning can contact Margarita Holguin at: 409-9412 or margarita.holguin@cvesd.org.

· San Diego Youth Symphony (SDYS).  Margarita is working with SDYS to outreach in South Bay and bring music programs to our local schools. This is an excellent opportunity for our youth.    

3.  Grant Opportunity Sharing: Partners reviewed the November 2009-Grant Opportunity Sharing form.  Web sites for items on the form:

· Robert Wood Johnson Foundation-nursing scholarships.  www.rwjf.org/grants
· County of San Diego Aging & Independent Services – contractor for media & marketing http://buynet.sdcounty.ca.gov/
· County of San Diego Aging & Independent Services – proposal for provision of the countywide Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) http://buynet.sdcounty.ca.gov/
· County of San Diego, First 5 Commission – proposals for comprehensive oral health initiative (OHI) http://buynet.sacounty.ca.gov/
· County of San Diego, Department of Housing & Community Development – proposal for Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (“TBRA”) Program for survivors of domestic violence http://buynet.sdcounty.ca.gov/
4.  Rayo de Esperanza Family Resource Center – Heather Nemour introduced the staff from Rayo de Esperanza FRC, which is located on the Otay Elementary School campus.  Alma Ceballos is the Service Coordinator and oversees the operations of this center and provides case management for clients who cannot be helped by partner services.  Rebecca Enriquez is the Community Referral Specialist and is the first contact for clients entering the center.  She is trained to prescreening for food stamps and assist clients to navigate the system. 


Margarita noted that the work of the Collaborative is to network and connect.  The Family Resource Centers are a place where families can go to be screened, assessed, and linked to services.  CVCC is looking for partners who would like to out-station staff at the Family Resource Centers.  Partners should contact Margarita if interested in placing staff at the FRC.

5. San Diego County Office of Education, Barbara Rivas – The Jessie Program was named after a homeless girl, who was able to overcome barriers and live a productive life without getting into legal trouble or drugs.  The program is recruiting Earth Angels (female role models) as mentors for girls in juvenile detention facilities.  Mentors work with girls 15-17 years old to ensure successful transition (re-entry) to their homes, schools, and communities.  Mentors need to commit to 14-16 hours per month for 1 year.  They are looking to start with 10 mentors.   Mentors will have background check, TB test, have California ID and be a non-smoker.  If you are interested of know someone who is please contact Barbara Rivas at (858) 292-3577.

6. City of Chula Vista Library, Stephanie Loney.  The library has been quiet for the last 18 months due to budget cuts.  They are now open 5 days a week and the Eastlake branch is open 3 days a week.  The library staffs are now ready to begin offering the following programs in the next few months: story time; coordinating reading programs with schools, teen-teen gaming, Foreign Film screenings (with subtitles) for adults in Feb. & March.  For more information on programs check out library’s website: www.chulavistalibrary.com. Stephanie also noted that the CV Library sponsors the CV Heritage Museum located on 3rd Ave.  
7. EXCEL Mentoring Program, South Bay Community Services, Christine Petrella.  EXCEL provides job readiness for youth transitioning from the foster system.  South Bay Community Services is looking for mentors to make a commitment of six months to support, guide and be a friend to a young person.  Mentors will attend a pre-service 4-hour training and two additional 2-hour trainings, and attend optional mentor/mentee group events.  There is an extensive application and screening process.  For more information call Christine Petrella at (619) 420-3620. 
8. Sunset Bay Academy, Carmen Chavez.  The Sunset Bay Academy is located in Rosarito, Baja California.  It is a boarding school for teens and offers 24-hour supervision, structured academics, controlled environment, positive peer models, individual and group counseling and required family workshops.  For more information on the program call (619) 342-3045 or e-mail programdirector@sunsetbayacademy.com.
9. City of Chula Vista, Buck Martin – Department of Recreation is working on disaster preparedness.  The CV Fire Department has received a grant for resources.  Information for residents will be posted on the website about home kits, specific trainings and evacuation sites.  They would like to collaborate with stakeholders.  Buck will bring more information at another meeting.  
 Issues, Trends, Announcements: 

· CVCC will begin working on their next 2-year Strategic Plan.

· South Bay YMCA will be having an event fundraiser on Friday the 13th.  Cost is $100 per ticket.

· CVCC website is available for partners to place announcements.  Partners can post to the website themselves.  Heather checks announcements daily for approval.  If you wish to post a flyer, call Heather at (619) 498-8042.

Partners signing in:

American Red Cross, Michelle Hofer
Amigas Punto Com, Laura Cervantes

ArmyOneSource, Maegan Sakievich

Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Mariela Nuza

Community Research Foundation-NVSF, Michael Cordova, Gloria Valencia

CNRSW School Liaison, Chanin Massaglia

Cnty of San Diego HHSA, Rosanna Paez, Amy Ausderan (CWS-Adoptions) 

Chula Vista Elementary School District, Mark Valet
Chula Vista Library, Stephanie Loney

Chula Vista Park & Rec., Buck Martin
Educational Enrichment Systems, Gloria Garcia

ECS Head Start, Miriam Cienega-Esmeier, Toni-Maria Marquez, Brenda Wilson, Patricia King, Alma Lopez
Home Start, Elseke Membreno-Zenteno

Isaac’s House, Shirley R. Hernandez

Institute for Public Strategies, Jovita Juarez

Meals-on-Wheels, Chequita Falls, Savah Castillon

Mental Health America, Laura Andrews

Molina Healthcare of California, Taide Villa

San Diego Cnty Office of Ed-Foster Youth Services, Esmeralda Marquez, Violeta Mora, Barbara Rivas
San Diego Youth Symphony, Molly Clark

San Ysidro Health Center, Lucia Salcedo, Mayra Talavera
Scripps Mercy-Wic, Monica Ruiz
Sharp Hospice Care, Monica Medrono

South Bay Community Services, Graciela Cabral, Christine Petrella, Melinda Maughn
South Bay Union School District, Anna Buxbaum
South County Business Services, Diane Rose

Sunset Bay Academy, Carmen Chavez, Amy Richie, Tiffany Raczynski, Miguel Cortez

Sweetwater Union High School District-Lorraine Almendarez (Eastlake High School), Marietta Minjares (Chula Vista Middle), Rebecca Santellanes (Chula Vista High School), Toni Terrazas (Categorical), Margie Diaz (Adult Ed.)
Southwest Chula Vista Civic Association, Theresa Acerro

Turning the Hearts Center, Elizabeth Magana 

 UC Cooperative Extension-Off to a Good Start, Stella Weaver
YMCA South Bay, Maria Masis (Teen Center), Sandy McIsaac (Y-Friends), Jeff Terranova (Y-Friends)
YMCA Youth & Family Services-Kinship, Myriam Sanchez
